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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: TEXT STUDY

In meeting the outcomes presented in this program of studies, students must satisfy the
minimum requirements for text study indicated in the chart below. Many of the text
types that are listed may be presented through various media. For example, a feature
film could be viewed in a theatre or via videocassette, television or the Internet.

The table to the right indicates the relative emphases intended by the wording used in
the chart below to specify requirements. For example, “A Variety Required” indicates
that students should study a variety of forms and styles within the specified text form.

Using these minimum requirements as a guide, jurisdictions and schools are free to
specify additional requirements for text study as best fits the needs, interests and
aspirations of their students and the expectations of their local communities. For
example, teachers may wish to specify numbers of texts to be studied in each course, as
time permits.

Degrees of Emphasis

A Variety
Required

Required

Encouraged

STUDENTS WILL STUDY ORAL, PRINT, VISUAL AND MULTIMEDIA TEXTS

ELA 10-1 ELA 20-1 ELA 30-1 ELA 10-2 ELA 20-2 ELA 30-2

EXTENDED
TEXTS

Novel Required Required

Book-length
Nonfiction

1 of the 2
Required

1 of the 2
Required

1 of the 2
Required

1 of the 2
Required

Feature Film Required

1 of the 2
Required

Required

1 of the 2
Required

Required

Modern Play Encouraged

1 of the 2
Required

Shakespearean Play

1 of the 2
Required

Required Required

1 of the 2
Required

1 of the 2
Required

1 of the 2
Required

SHORTER
TEXTS

Poetry
(including song)

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

Short Story
A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

Visual and
Multimedia Text

Required Required Required Required Required Required

Essay Required
A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

Encouraged Encouraged Required

Popular
Nonfiction

Encouraged Encouraged Required Required A Variety
Required

A Variety
Required

Visual and Multimedia Text includes short films, video clips and photographs.
Popular Nonfiction includes news stories, feature articles, reviews, interviews and other forms of informative
and persuasive text, including technical writing.

CANADIAN LITERATURE REQUIREMENTS: In each senior high school English language arts
course, it is expected that a significant proportion of texts that students study will be Canadian texts. The
required minimum proportion of Canadian texts studied is one third of all texts studied in each course.
Teachers are encouraged to select Canadian texts for study whenever possible and appropriate.
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: TEXT CREATION

In meeting the outcomes presented in this program of studies, students must satisfy
the minimum requirements for text creation indicated in the charts below.

The table to the right indicates the relative emphases intended by the wording used
in the charts below. For example, “Emphasis Required” indicates response and
form categories that should be emphasized in a course. Students should create a
variety of text types or styles within the categories that are emphasized.

Using these minimum requirements as a guide, jurisdictions and schools are free to
specify additional requirements for text creation as best fits the needs, interests and
aspirations of their students and the expectations of their local communities. For
example, teachers may wish to specify numbers of texts to be created in each
course, as time permits.

Degrees of Emphasis

Emphasis
Required

Required

Encouraged

STUDENTS WILL CREATE A VARIETY OF RESPONSES . . .

ELA 10-1 ELA 20-1 ELA 30-1 ELA 10-2 ELA 20-2 ELA 30-2

PERSONAL
RESPONSE

• to texts Emphasis
Required

Emphasis
Required

Emphasis
Required

Required Required Required

• to contexts Required Required Required Emphasis
Required

Emphasis
Required

Emphasis
Required

• to literary
texts

Required Emphasis
Required

Emphasis
Required

Encouraged Required RequiredCRITICAL/
ANALYTICAL
RESPONSE

• to other print
and nonprint
texts

Encouraged Required Required Required Emphasis
Required

Emphasis
Required

• to contexts Required Required Required Required Required Required

. . . USING A VARIETY OF PRINT AND NONPRINT FORMS

ELA 10-1 ELA 20-1 ELA 30-1 ELA 10-2 ELA 20-2 ELA 30-2

PROSE Narrative Forms
(Factual and
Fictional)

Required Required Required Required Required Required

Informative and
Persuasive
Forms

Required Emphasis
Required

Emphasis
Required

Required
(including

reports)

Emphasis
Required
(including
proposals)

Emphasis
Required

POETRY Required Encouraged Encouraged Required Encouraged Encouraged

SCRIPT Encouraged Required Encouraged Encouraged Required Encouraged

ORAL/VISUAL/MULTIMEDIA
PRESENTATION

Required Required Required Required Required Required

Informative and Persuasive Forms include essays, commentaries, articles and reviews.
Oral/Visual/Multimedia Presentation includes readers’ theatre, demonstrations and prepared speech.


